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Short description/Contents

This academic discipline aims to impart comprehensive knowledge of
the concepts, theories, methodologies, and financial procedures
pertinent to local public finances, specifically applied within the
contexts of local government political and financial strategies. The
course encompasses the following key areas of study:

1. Concepts and Approaches to Local Public Finances: An overview of
foundational concepts and theoretical frameworks related to local
public finance.

2. Local Autonomy and Decentralization — Financial Considerations: An
exploration of the implications of local autonomy and decentralization
on financial management.

3. Tax Revenues of Local Budgets: A detailed examination of the
sources and structures of tax revenues that support local budgets.

4. Alternative Sources of Revenues for Local Budgets: An analysis of
various non-tax revenue sources that can supplement local
governmental budgets.

5. Local Public Expenditure: A study of expenditure patterns, priorities,
and management within local governments.

6. Local Budgetary Process: An investigation into the processes and
procedures involved in the formulation, adoption, and execution of
local budgets.

7. Insolvency Regulations for Local Governments: An overview of the
legal frameworks and regulations governing insolvency among local
governmental entities.

8. Financial Accounting and Control of Local Governments: A
comprehensive assessment of the financial accounting practices and
control mechanisms employed by local governments to ensure
accountability and transparency.

This curriculum is designed to provide students with a thorough
understanding of the financial mechanisms at play within local
government settings, equipping them with the skills to analyze and
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implement effective financial strategies.

Assessment

1. Essay (25%): The essay component accounts for 25% of the overall
assessment. Students are expected to engage in critical analysis and
articulate their arguments coherently while demonstrating a
comprehensive understanding of the subject matter.

2. Case Study (25%): This section constitutes another 25% of the total
assessment. It requires students to apply theoretical concepts to real-
world scenarios, showcasing their ability to analyze and synthesize
information effectively.

3. Project (50%): The project represents the most substantial portion
of the assessment, accounting for 50% of the total mark. This is further
divided into two components:

- Written Component (25%): Students will be tasked with producing a
substantial written report that demonstrates rigorous research and a
clear presentation of findings.

- Presentation Component (25%): In addition to the written report,
students must present their project findings to an audience, effectively
conveying their research insights and engaging in discussion to
demonstrate their mastery of the material.

This structured approach of the Project not only assesses theoretical
knowledge but also emphasizes practical application, research skills,
and effective communication.
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